
Matthew 13:3-9, 18   - Parable of the Farmer Scattering Seed
He told many stories in the form of parables, such as this one: “Listen! A 
farmer went out to plant some seeds.  As he scattered them across his 
field, some seeds fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate them. 
Other seeds fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The seeds sprouted 
quickly because the soil was shallow. But the plants soon wilted under the 
hot sun, and since they didn’t have deep roots, they died. Other seeds fell 
among thorns that grew up and choked out the tender plants. Still other 
seeds fell on fertile soil, and they produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and 
even a hundred times as much as had been planted! Anyone with ears to 
hear should listen.

“Now listen to the explanation of the parable about the farmer planting 
seeds: The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the 
message about the Kingdom and don’t understand it. Then the evil one 
comes and snatches away the seed that was planted in their hearts. The 
seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and 
immediately receive it with joy. But since they don’t have deep roots, they 
don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they have problems or are 
persecuted for believing God’s word. The seed that fell among the thorns 
represents those who hear God’s word, but all too quickly the message is 
crowded out by the worries of this life and the lure of wealth, so no fruit is 
produced. The seed that fell on good soil represents those who truly hear 
and understand God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a 
hundred times as much as had been planted!”
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1 Corinthians 3: 5-9  
After all, who is Apollos? Who is Paul? We are only God’s servants through 
whom you believed the Good News. Each of us did the work the Lord gave 
us. I planted the seed in your hearts, and Apollos watered it, but it was God 
who made it grow. It’s not important who does the planting, or who does 
the watering. What’s important is that God makes the seed grow. The one 
who plants and the one who waters work together with the same purpose. 
And both will be rewarded for their own hard work. For we are both God’s 
workers. And you are God’s field. You are God’s building.

Fans create outcasts.  Followers create followers.

God wants to work through you to share His love and message of grace to 
others.  It’s not our job to judge who will be receptive of the message, but 
simply to share the message.

Who is one person in your life that needs to hear about Christ?

What steps can you take to talk to them about your faith?

Instructions for this station:
! 1.) Take a cup and fill it half way with loose dirt.  
! 2.) On a slip of paper, write down the name of the person you are 
! committing to talk to about God.
! 3.) Put the slip of paper along with a seed on top of the dirt.
! 4.) Over the seed and paper, put a handful of dirt.
! 5.) Water the seed.
! 6.) Take a few moments and pray for the person you wrote down.  
! Ask God to provide you with opportunities to talk with them about 
! Jesus and for courage to act on those opportunities.
! 7.) Take the cup home as a reminder of your commitment to share 
! your faith.
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Luke 9:23
Then Jesus said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, 
you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross daily, and 
follow me.”

Luke 14:27
And if you do not carry your own cross and follow me, you cannot be 
my disciple.

Fans glorify themselves.  Followers die to themselves.

Following Christ requires self-control, discipline, and sacrifice.
! Following Christ isn’t easy.  
! ! He never promised that it would be.  
! ! ! He doesn’t promise that there won’t be trials, 
! ! ! difficulties, struggles, and persecution.
But He does promise that He will be with us through it all.

Jesus says, “I have told you all this so that you may have peace in 
me. Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But take 
heart, because I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)

He also says, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep... 
Those who come in through me will be saved. They will come and go 
freely and will find good pastures. The thief’s purpose is to steal and 
kill and destroy. My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying 
life.” (John 10:7, 9-10)

Following Christ isn’t easy, but it is worth it.  In return we receive life.  
Eternity with Christ in Heaven awaits those who follow Him.

What has following Christ cost you?  What sacrifices have you 
made?  
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Instructions for this station:
! 1.)  On the paper provided, write down one thing that following 
! Christ has cost you.
! 2.) Nail your slip of paper to the cross.  An adult is at the 
! station to help you.
! 3.) Pick a picture that represents life to you.  Take a few 
! moments and write down what rewards you have experienced 
! from following Christ. 
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Fans settle.  Followers sacrifice.

Sacrificing animals on an altar was an Old Testament practice.  It 
represented one of two things: 1) a temporary removal of the sins of 
the people until the Messiah would make the ultimate sacrifice. 2) a 
physical demonstration to give thanks to God for providing for their 
needs.

What do you need to lay on the sacrificial altar tonight?

Is there something hindering your relationship with Christ that you 
need to give up?

Is there a part of your life you haven’t given over to Jesus?

Is there an addiction you need to over come?

Is there a sin you need to confess?

Is there someone you need to forgive?

Is there a conversation you need to have?

Are you living a double life?  Do you need to kill one on the altar and 
commit to living for Christ fully?

Instructions for this station:
! 1.) Write your sacrificial offering on the base of a candle.
! 2.) Pray that God help you to completely commit to 
! “sacrificing” whatever it is you wrote down.  Consider what 
! steps you need to make and ask God to provide you with 
! other Christ-followers who can keep you accountable in this.
! 3.) Light your candle and place on the altar.
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Fans love rules.  Followers love relationship.

Psalm 46:10
Be still and know that I am God!

Christ wants to have a relationship with you.  He wants to know your 
heart.  He wants you to share with Him your thoughts.  He wants you 
to talk to Him.

We are busy people.  Take a few minutes and slow down.

We are easily distracted.  Give God your undivided attention.

Instructions for this station:
Sit.         Kneel.        Pray.        Read.        Worship.        Listen.

This time if for you and God.  Be with Him as you feel lead.

Psalm 46:10
Be still and know that I am God!

------

Psalm 22:26
The poor will eat and be satisfied. All who seek the Lord will praise 

him. Their hearts will rejoice with everlasting joy.

Psalm 69:32 
The humble will see their God at work and be glad. Let all who seek 

God’s help be encouraged.

Psalm 105:4
Search for the Lord and for his strength; continually seek him.

Proverbs 3:6
Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take.

Luke 12:31
Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and he will give you 

everything you need.
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